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day 1day 1 Your  Captain

Life is a lot like a long journey on a ship. Some days are 
sunny and pleasant. Other days are rainy and dreary. And 
sometimes there are days when the howling wind and 
crashing waves are bigger than you can handle on your 
own. That’s why God gave us friends. 

Just like a ship can’t sail across the sea with only 
one person aboard, we aren’t meant to do life 
alone. In this Bible study, we will learn how to 
navigate, or sail through our friendships and 
how those friends help us.

Read John 15:15. Who is your friend?

Jesus is your friend. He laid down His life for you. He 
cares about you, comforts you, and keeps you safe. He’s 
always working things out for your good. He guides you 
and directs your path. That is the ULTIMATE picture of 
friendship--Jesus, your friend and your captain.

Read Proverbs 18:24. Who do you think the second part of 
that verse is talking about? 

Jesus is our friend who is closer than a brother. What does 
that mean? It means that Jesus not only wants to be our 
friend, but He is also a friend who is always there for us. 

No matter where we are or what we’re doing, our friend 
Jesus will always be there to listen to us and care for us. 
Most importantly, Jesus is always here to guide us. He’s our 
ship’s CAPTAIN! 

Jesus will always be your captain and friend. 
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Draw a picture of you and your captain, Jesus, sailing on a 
ship together.

Prayer: 
As we close today, pray and thank Jesus for 
always being your friend and your captain in 
life. Tell Him how thankful you are that He 
guides you safely.

Turn to page 46. Throughout this study, we are going to track our 

friendships. At the top of the chart, in the biggest box, write JESUS!
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day 5day 5 All  Your  Other  Friends

One day my two closest friends BOTH asked me to do 
something special with them. I couldn’t do both and was 
forced to choose. Has that ever happened to you? 

Read Proverbs 18:24. Is it possible to have too many friends?

When we have too many friends, we can’t make 
all our friends happy because we have to choose, 
and when we choose one person or activity over 
another, someone is going to be sad. Whether we 
want to or not, we will have to choose who gets the 
most time in our life.

Our siblings and inner circle shipmates will get the most 
time with us. Everyone else is in our “outer circle” of 
friends. 

Do you think the Bible says you have to be friends with 
everyone you meet?

Read Proverbs 22:24-25. Who should we NOT be friends with?

There are many other places where the Bible warns us 
about certain kinds of friends. We should love all people, 
even our enemies. But we shouldn’t have close friendships 
with all people. In fact, most of our friends should be in the 
outer circle. Outer circle friends are people we know, love, 
pray for, and maybe even spend time with, but they aren’t 
as close as our inner circle friends. 

Sometimes these friends live far away or maybe we just 
don’t see them as often. Sometimes we have different goals 
than our outer circle friends. We can be kind to all people 
no matter what, but the Bible makes it clear that there are 
some people we won’t be able to have a close friendship 
with. (More on that later.)
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Who are some of your outer circle friends? 

Prayer:
Close today by praying for your outer circle 
friendships. Thank God for giving them to you! 

Turn to page 46. For the rest of this study, you can add friends to the 
bottom of your chart. These are people in your life you don’t spend as 
much time with, but you still have a friendship with. You can list a few 
now, but as we go through the study you might think of others to add 
too.
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day 15day 15 Friends  Put  Each  Other  First

Today we will look at one last quality of a good friendship, 
and we’ve saved the best for last!

Read Philippians 2:3-4. What advice for friendship does this 
verse share?

Jesus is our ultimate friend, and while He was 
here on earth, He showed some of the most 
important ways that we can show friendship to 
others. But in the last moments of His life, He 
showed us that true friendship puts others first. 

Read John 19:26-27. What did Jesus say as He was hanging 
on the cross?

Jesus asked one of his closest friends, John, to take care 
of His mother. Can you imagine? Instead of thinking about 
all of the pain He is in, He thinks about His mom. What a 
beautiful example of friendship!

Jesus put His mother first. He also put the thief first by 
saving Him and He put the people at the cross first by 
forgiving them. Do you know what else? He put you and me 
first by dying for our sins.

Jesus put YOU first, so you 
can put others first. 

Of course, you aren’t God, and here on earth you won’t be 
able to live the life Jesus lived, but that doesn’t mean you 
shouldn’t take steps each day to live more and more like 
Him. That starts with putting the needs of your friends 
(including your parents and siblings) first!
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Draw something you can do this week to put your friends 
first? 

Pray and thank God for sending His Son to die for us. 
Thank Jesus for putting us first and dying on the cross. Ask 
Him to help you put your friends first instead of always 
wanting to get your way.



Junior Level 
Ages 8-12
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day 1day 1 Your  Captain
Life is a lot like a long journey on a ship. Some days are sunny and 
pleasant. Other days are rainy and dreary. And sometimes there are 
days when the howling wind and crashing waves are bigger than you 
can handle on your own. That’s why God gave us friends. 

Just like a ship can’t sail across the sea with only one person aboard, 
we aren’t meant to do life alone. God has given us friends to enjoy 
those sunny days with. He’s given us friends to encourage us when 
life is dreary. And most importantly, He’s given us help when we can’t 
handle life on our own. 

In this Bible study, we will learn how to navigate our 
friendships and how those friends help us navigate the 
journey of life God has given us.

Before we climb aboard, write or draw what friendship means to you. 
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Do you have a best friend or a close friend? What is he/she like? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Did you know that you have a best friend who is even BETTER than 
the friend you described above?

Read John 15:15. Who is your friend?

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Jesus is your friend. He laid down His life for you. He cares about you, 
comforts you, and keeps you safe. He’s always working things out for 
your good. He guides you and directs your path. That is the ULTIMATE 
picture of friendship--Jesus, your friend and your captain.

Read Proverbs 18:24. Who do you think the second part of that verse is 
talking about? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

You might be surprised to learn that it’s talking about 
Jesus. Isn’t that really special? Jesus is our friend who 
is closer than a brother. What does that mean? It 
means that Jesus not only wants to be our friend, but 
He is also a friend who is always there for us. 

No matter where we are or what we’re doing, our friend Jesus will 
always be there to listen to us and care for us. Most importantly, Jesus 
is always there to guide us. He’s our ship’s CAPTAIN! 

Jesus will always be your captain and friend. 

As we close today, pray and thank Jesus for always being your friend 
and your captain in life. Tell Him how precious this friendship is to 
you and how thankful you are that He guides you safely.

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Turn to page 46. Throughout this study we are going to track our friendships. 

At the top of the chart, in the biggest box, write JESUS!
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day 5day 5 All  Your  Other  Friends

My momma used to say, “You can’t be all things to all people.” I never 
understood that until the day my two closest friends BOTH asked me 
to do something special with them. I couldn’t do both and was forced 
to choose. Has that ever happened to you? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Read Proverbs 18:24. Is it possible to have too many friends?

Yes               No 
It’s not only possible, but the Bible says it’s harmful. Why do you think 
it would be harmful to have too many friends? 

What my momma meant by that saying was that you can’t make 
everyone happy. No matter who you say yes to, someone is going to 
be hurt. Whether you want to or not, you’ll have to pick who to pay 
attention to, who comes first, and who gets the most time in your life.

Your siblings and inner circle shipmates will get the most time 
with you. Everyone outside of that naturally gets less of your 
attention. This is normal and good for you, as your outer circle 
friendships will change as you grow older.

Do you think the Bible says you have to be friends with everyone you 
meet?       Yes               No
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Let’s look at some verses and see if we can come to a clear answer to 
that question. Read the following verses and note what you find. 

1 Corinthians 15:33 ______________________________________________________________

Proverbs 13:20 _____________________________________________________________________

Proverbs 22:24-25 ________________________________________________________________

The Bible tells us to love all people, even our enemies. But it doesn’t 
say we should have close friendships with all people. In fact, most 
of our friends should be in the outer circle. Outer circle friends are 
people we know, love, pray for, and maybe even spend time with, but 
they aren’t as close as our inner circle friends. 

Sometimes these friends live far away or maybe we just don’t see them 
as often. Sometimes we have different goals than our outer circle 
friends. We can be kind to all people no matter what, but the Bible 
makes it clear that there are some people we won’t be able to have a 
close friendship with. (More on that later.)

Who are some of your outer circle friends? 

Close today by praying for your outer circle friends. Thank God for 
giving them to you! 

Turn to page 46. For the rest of this study you can add friends 

to the bottom of your chart. These are people in your life you 

don’t spend as much time with, but you still have a friendship 

with. You can list a few now, but as we go through the study 

you might think of others to add, too.
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day 15day 15 Friends  Put  Each  Other  First
Today we will look at one last quality of a good friendship, and we’ve 
saved the best for last!

Read Philippians 2:3-4. What advice for friendship does this verse 
share?

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Jesus is our ultimate friend, and while He was here on earth, He 
demonstrated some of the most important ways we can show 
friendship to others. But in the last moments of His life, He showed us 
that true friendship puts others first. 

Read John 19:17-19. What is happening in this passage?

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Read John 19:26-27. What did Jesus say?

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Jesus asked one of his closest friends, John, to 
take care of His mother. Can you imagine? He is 
in extreme agony, hanging on the cross, taking 
on the punishment for our sins, and yet He looks 
down and makes sure His mom is taken care of. 
What a beautiful example of friendship!

How do you take care of your parents? It’s possible that you don’t have 
both parents or that you won’t always. But right now, whatever God 
has granted you, how do you love, honor, respect, and care for your 
mom and/or dad?

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Let’s look at one more thing Jesus did on the cross. 
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Read Luke 23:32-43. Who did Jesus put first?
_________________________________________________________________________________________

I don’t know about you, but when I’m in pain, being nice to other 
people is more difficult than ever! Jesus was in the most excruciating 
pain of His life both emotionally and physically, but He still put others 
first. He asked God to forgive the very people He was dying for and He 
forgave the thief on the cross next to Him.

Jesus put His mother first. He put the thief first. He put the people at 
the cross first. AND He put you and me first. 

Of course, you aren’t God, and here on earth you 
won’t be able to live the life Jesus lived, but that 
doesn’t mean you shouldn’t take steps each day 
to live more and more like Him. That starts with 
putting the needs of your friends (including your 
parents and siblings) first!

What is something you can do this week to put 
your friends first? 

Pray and thank God for sending His Son to die for us. Thank Jesus for 
putting us first and dying on the cross. Ask Him to help you put your 
friends first instead of always wanting to get your way.



Youth Level 
Ages 12 and up
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day 1day 1 Your  Captain
Life is a lot like a long journey on a ship. Some days are sunny and pleasant. 
Other days are rainy and dreary. And sometimes there are days when the 
howling wind and crashing waves are bigger than you can handle on your 
own. That’s why God gave us friends. 

Just like a ship can’t sail across the sea with only one person 
aboard, we aren’t meant to do life alone. God has given us friends 
to enjoy those sunny days with. He’s given us friends to encourage 
us when life is dreary. And most importantly, He’s given us help 
when we can’t handle life on our own. 

In this Bible study, we will learn how to navigate our friendships and how 
those friends help us navigate the journey of life God has given us.

Before we climb aboard, write what you think friendship is and what it 
involves. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Did you know that the Bible has a lot to say about friends? It’s true! There 
are stories of both good and bad friendships, proverbs and wise words about 
friendships, and even the most beautiful picture of friendship you will ever 
see. (Can you already guess what that will be?)

Often when people talk about friendship, they talk about “best friends.” Do 
you have a best friend or a close friend? What is he/she like? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Did you know that you have a best friend who is even BETTER than the friend 
you described above?

Read John 15:12-15. Who is your friend and what is the ultimate act of love?

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________
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Jesus is your friend. He laid down His life for you. He cares about you, 
comforts you, and keeps you safe. He’s always working things out for your 
good. He guides you and directs your path. That is the ULTIMATE picture of 
friendship—Jesus, your friend and your captain.

Read Proverbs 18:24. Who do you think the second part of that verse is talking 
about? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

You might be surprised to learn that it’s talking about Jesus. Isn’t that really 
special? Jesus is our friend who is closer than a brother. What does that 
mean? It means that Jesus not only wants to be our friend, but He is also a 
friend. 

No matter where we are or what we’re doing, our friend Jesus will always be 
there to listen to us and care for us. Most importantly, Jesus is always there 
to guide us. He’s our ship’s CAPTAIN! 

How has Jesus guided and directed you? How has He been there for you? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Jesus will always 

be your captain 

and friend. 
As we close today, pray and thank Jesus for always being your friend and 
your captain in life. Tell Him how precious this friendship is to you and how 
thankful you are that He guides you safely.

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Turn to page 46. Throughout this study, we are going to track our friendships. At the 

top of the chart, in the biggest box, write JESUS!
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day 5day 5 All  Your  Other  Friends

My momma used to say, “You can’t be all things to all people.” I never 
understood that until the day my two closest friends BOTH asked me to do 
something special with them. I couldn’t do both and was forced to choose. 
Has that ever happened to you? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Read Proverbs 18:24. Is it possible to have too many friends?

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

It’s not only possible, but the Bible says it’s harmful. Why do you think it 
would be harmful to have too many friends? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

What my momma meant by that saying was that you can’t make everyone 
happy. No matter who you say yes to, someone is going to be hurt. Whether 
you want to or not, you’ll have to pick who to pay attention to, who comes 
first, and who gets the most time in your life.

Your siblings and inner circle shipmates will get the most time with 
you. Everyone outside of that naturally gets less of your attention. 
This is normal and good for you, as your outer circle friendships will 
change as you grow older.

Do you think the Bible says you have to be friends with everyone you meet?

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Let’s do a quick survey of some verses and see if we can come to a clear 
answer to that question. Read the following verses and note what you find. 

1 Corinthians 15:33  __________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________
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Proverbs 13:20  __________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Proverbs 22:24-25  ___________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Proverbs 12:26 ___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

The Bible tells us to love all people, even our enemies. But it doesn’t 
say we should have close friendships with all people. In fact, most 
of our friends should be in the outer circle. Outer circle friends are 
people we know, love, pray for, and maybe even spend time with, 
but they aren’t as close as our inner circle friends. 

Sometimes these friends live far away or maybe we just don’t see them as 
often. Sometimes we have different goals than our outer circle friends. We 
can be kind to all people no matter what, but the Bible makes it clear that 
there are some people we won’t be able to have a close friendship with. (More 
on that later.)

Who are some of your outer circle friends? 

Close today by praying for your outer circle friends. Thank God for giving 
them to you! 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Turn to page 46. For the rest of this study, you can add friends to the bottom of your 

chart. These are people in your life you don’t spend as much time with, but you still 

have a friendship with. You can list a few now, but as we go through the study you 

might think of others to add too.
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day 15day 15 Friends  Put  Each  Other  First
Today we will look at one last characteristic of a good friendship, and we’ve 
saved the best for last!

Read Philippians 2:3-4. What advice for friendship does this verse share?

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Jesus is our ultimate friend, and while He was here on earth, He 
demonstrated some of the most important ways we can show friendship to 
others. But in the last moments of His life, He showed us that true friendship 
puts others first. 

Read John 19:17-19. What is happening in this passage?

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Read John 19:26-27. What did Jesus say?

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

This one might not be clear unless you’ve studied the meaning of 
those words. Basically, Jesus asked one of his closest friends, John, 
to take care of His mother. Can you imagine? 

He is in extreme agony, hanging on the cross, taking on the 
punishment for our sins, and yet He looks down and makes sure His 
mom is taken care of. What a beautiful example of friendship!

How do you take care of your parents? It’s possible that you don’t have both 
parents or that you won’t always. But right now, whatever God has granted 
you, how do you love, honor, respect, and care for your mom and/or dad?

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Let’s look at one more thing Jesus did on the cross. 
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Read Luke 23:32-43. Who did Jesus put first in this passage? (Hint: you might 
find two answers.)
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

I don’t know about you, but when I’m in pain, being nice to other people is 
more difficult than ever! Jesus was in the most excruciating pain of His life 
both emotionally and physically, but He still put others first. He asked God 
to forgive the very people He was dying for and He forgave the thief on the 
cross next to Him.

List the three people/groups Jesus put first EVEN while He was suffering and 
dying on the cross. (We’ve mentioned all three in this lesson.)

1____________________________________________________________________________________________

2____________________________________________________________________________________________

3____________________________________________________________________________________________

I hope you saw the answers clearly in Scripture as we’ve 
studied today, but just in case you missed any, Jesus put His 
mother first. He put the thief first. He put the people at the 
cross first. AND He put you and me first. 

Of course, you aren’t God, and here on earth you won’t be 
able to live the life Jesus lived, but that doesn’t mean you 
shouldn’t take steps each day to live more and more like Him. 
That starts with putting the needs of your friends (including 
your parents and siblings) first!

What is something you can do this week to put your friends first? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Pray and thank God for sending His Son to die for us. Thank Jesus for putting 
us first and dying on the cross. Ask Him to help you put your friends first 
instead of always wanting to get your way.

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________



Parent Guide
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day 1day 1 Your  Captain
Life is a lot like a long journey on a ship. Some days are sunny and pleasant. 
Other days are rainy and dreary. And sometimes there are days when the 
howling wind and crashing waves are bigger than you can handle on your 
own. That’s why God gave us friends. 

Just like a ship can’t sail across the sea with only one person 
aboard, we aren’t meant to do life alone. God has given us friends 
to enjoy those sunny days with. He’s given us friends to encourage 
us when life is dreary. And most importantly, He’s given us help 
when we can’t handle life on our own. 

Who are some of the friends that have meant a lot to you over the years? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

In this Bible study, we will learn how to navigate 
our friendships and how those friends help us 
navigate the journey of life God has given us.

Before we climb aboard, how would you define 
and describe friendship?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Read John 15:12-15. Who is your first friend and 
what is His ultimate act of love?

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________
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Jesus is your friend. He laid down His life for you. He cares about you, 
comforts you, and keeps you safe. He’s always working things out for your 
good. He guides you and directs your path. That is the ULTIMATE picture of 
friendship—Jesus, your friend and your captain.

Read Proverbs 18:24. What do you note about the second part of this verse? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

You might be surprised to learn that it’s talking about Jesus. Jesus 
is our friend who is closer than a brother. He is a friend who is 
always there for us. No matter where we are or what we’re doing, 
our friend Jesus will always be there to listen to us and care for us. 
Most importantly, Jesus is always there to guide us. He’s our ship’s 
CAPTAIN! 

Jesus will always be your 

captain and friend. 
How has Jesus guided and directed you? How has He been there for you? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

As we close today, pray and thank Jesus for always being your friend and 
your captain in life. Tell Him how precious this friendship is to you and how 
thankful you are that He guides you safely.

Turn to page 48. Throughout this study, we are going to track our friendships. At the 

top of the chart, in the biggest box, write JESUS!

Scripture: Proverbs 18:24

Key Truth: Jesus is your captain.

Discussion: 
What do you think we will learn in this study?
Who is your captain and first friend?
What makes Jesus your ultimate friend?
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day 5day 5 All  Your  Other  Friends
My momma used to say, “You can’t be all things to all people.” I never 
understood that until the day my two closest friends BOTH asked me to do 
something special with them. I couldn’t do both and was forced to choose. 
I’m sure this has happened to you many times, too. 

Read Proverbs 18:24. Is it possible to have too many friends?

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

What my momma meant by that saying was that you can’t make 
everyone happy. No matter who you say yes to, someone is going 
to be hurt. Whether you want to or not, you’ll have to pick who to 
pay attention to, who comes first, and who gets the most time in 
your life.

As an adult, your children, spouse, and inner circle shipmates will 
get the most time with you. Everyone outside of that naturally 
gets less of your attention. This is normal and good for you as your 
outer circle friendships in life will continue to change over time.

Do you think the Bible says you have to be friends with everyone you meet?

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Let’s do a quick survey of some verses and see if we can come to a clear 
answer to that question. Read the following verses and note what you find. 

1 Corinthians 15:33 ________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Proverbs 13:20 _______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Proverbs 22:24-25 __________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Proverbs 12:26  _______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

The Bible tells us to love all people, even our enemies. But it doesn’t say we 
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should have close friendships with all people. In fact, most of our 
friends should be in the outer circle. Outer circle friends are people 
we know, love, pray for, and maybe even spend time with, but they 
aren’t as close as our inner circle friends. 

Sometimes these friends live far away or maybe 
we just don’t see them as often. Sometimes 
we have different goals than our outer circle 
friends. We can be kind to all people no matter 
what, but the Bible makes it clear that there are 
some people we won’t be able to have a close 
friendship with. (More on that later.)

Who are some of your outer circle friends and what do you love best about 
them? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

What are some ways you can encourage your 
kids to have outer circle friendships, but also 
keep the private or special moments for just 
the inner circle? Why is this important?

________________________________________________________

______________________________________ __________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

Close today by praying for your outer circle friends. Thank God for giving 
them to you! 

Turn to page 48. For the rest of this study, you can add friends to the bottom of your 
chart. These are people in your life you don’t spend as much time with, but you still 
have a friendship with. You can list a few now, but as we go through the study you 
might think of others to add, too.

Scripture: Proverbs 18:24

Key truth: Most friends are in your outer circle of friends.

Discussion: 
Is it possible to have too many friends? 
Who are your outer circle friends? 
What can you do to love people even if you aren’t close friends?
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day 15day 15 Friends  Put  Each  Other  First
Today we will look at one last characteristic of a good friendship, and we’ve 
saved the best for last!

Read Philippians 2:3-4. What advice for friendship does this verse share?

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Jesus is our ultimate friend, and while He was here on earth, He 
demonstrated some of the most important ways we can show friendship to 
others. But in the last moments of His life, He showed us that true friendship 
puts others first. 

Read John 19:17-19. What is happening in this passage?

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Read John 19:26-27. What did Jesus say?

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

This one might not be clear unless you’ve studied the meaning of those 
words. Basically, Jesus asked one of his closest friends, John, to take care of 
His mother. Can you imagine? 

He is in extreme agony, hanging on the cross, taking on the punishment for 
our sins, and yet He looks down and makes sure His mom is taken care of. 
What a beautiful example of friendship!

This can be tough for adults because sometimes our parents have 
gone to be with the Lord or sometimes our relationship with them 
hasn’t been the best. Remember, what you model for your kids will 
be remembered and mimicked. How you talk about them matters 
and how you treat them will leave a lasting impact on your kids.

Let’s look at one more thing Jesus did on the cross. 

Read Luke 23:32-43. Who did Jesus put first in this passage? (Hint: you might 
find two answers.)
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______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

I don’t know about you, but when I’m in pain, being nice to other people is 
more difficult than ever! Jesus was in the most excruciating pain of His life 
both emotionally and physically, but He still put others first. He asked God 
to forgive the very people He was dying for and He forgave the thief on the 
cross next to Him.

List the three people/groups that 
Jesus put first EVEN while He was 
suffering and dying on the cross. (We’ve 
mentioned all three in this lesson.)

1._______________________________________________

2.______________________________________________

3.______________________________________________

I hope you saw the answers clearly in Scripture as we’ve studied today, but 
just in case you missed any, Jesus put His mother first. He put the thief first. 
He put the people at the cross first. AND He put you and me first. 

Of course, you aren’t God, and here on earth you won’t be able to 
live the life Jesus lived, but that doesn’t mean you shouldn’t take 
steps each day to live more and more like Him. That starts with 
putting the needs of your friends (including your parents, siblings, 
and children) first!

What is something you can do this week to put others first? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Pray and thank God for sending His Son to die for us. Thank Jesus for putting 
us first and dying on the cross. Ask Him to help you put your friends first 
instead of always wanting to get your way.

Scripture: Philippians 2:3-4

Key truth: Friends put each other first instead of seeking to satisfy their 
own desires.

Discussion: 
Who did Jesus put first in the last moments of His life? 
Why should you put others first?
How can you put your friends first?


